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Chinese Bronze Zodiac Returning Home归途迢迢的銅

首   

This community event project was an extra-curricular activity 

which we made fun and meaningful to the children by bringing art 

and history together. By finding a project to match the “Going 

Global” theme, we then asked them to research in their own time 

meaning they worked towards a goal and researched themes they 

were particularly attracted to.   
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      Workshop at the University of 

Manchester 2013 
 Louise Tythacott, Manchester University invited Jenny Wong, Director 

of Manchester Chinese Centre to attend the following conference 

organised by the Manchester University in July 2013. Her email was 

included the following information:  

The Yuanmingyuan in Britain and France: Representation of 

the Summer Palace’ in the West  

A two–day workshop at The University of Manchester, 8th-9th July 

2013  

Organised by the Centre for Museology and funded by the Centre 

for Chinese Studies at The University of Manchester  

In October 1860, at the culmination of the Second Opium War, 

British and French troops looted, and then burnt, the imperial 

buildings in the Yuanmingyuan (or ‘Summer Palace’) in the north of 

Beijing. Over a million imperial objects are estimated to have been 

taken from the site: many of these are now scattered around the 

world, in private collections and public museums.   

This two-day workshop will explore the ways in which objects from 

the Yuanmingyuan have been represented in the West. It will be the 

first such event to combine approaches from specialists in the 

history of collecting with the views of curators of Yuanmingyuan 

objects.     

Confirmed speakers include James Hevia (Chicago), Greg Thomas 

(Hong Kong), Nick Pearce (Glasgow), Vincent Droguet (Château of 

Fontainebleau). 

 

12 Bronze Zodiac were displaying outside the Chinese imperial buildings 

“Summer Palace” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

火烧圆明园 The Burning the 

Old Imperial Palace (Summer 

Palace) was very well known in 

Chinese history and took place in 

the late Qing Dynasty. It was 

famous for the crimes committed 

by the Anglo-French Allied Forces 

that invaded China in 1860, and 

also, for the culture-destroying 

activity that affected modern 

Chinese history, because during 

this occurrence, invaluable Chinese 

treasures were stolen and sold in 

auctions across the globe. The 12 

bronze animals (Zodiac) sculptures 

of the Water fountain outside the 

Chinese Imperial Summer Palace 

have become symbols of Chinese 

treasures.  An extremely high price 

was paid by the Chinese people to 

buy and bring back art to their 

homeland that was stolen.  There 

are still 5 bronze animals (Zodiac) 

sculptures missing. 

 

 

 

Bronze animal (Zodiac) 

sculptures of Water Fountain 

outside Chinese imperial 

Summer Palace 



 

Summer Palace’ become part of vital site for History worldwide. 

 

 

 

This cutting was from Times newspaper 2010 

 

  

Bronze Zodiac 

animals returning 

back to their 

Chinese traditions 

and to their 

homeland 
 

 

Jenny Wong, Director of the MCC 

said; “Although I love art and 

history, I could not bring myself 

together to attend this conference 

at the Manchester University, as in 

my heart, I felt that justice has not 

been found yet as these items have 

not returned to their home. 

Though it is brilliant that we are 

reminded about these glorious 

artifacts by the Manchester 

University, it is still unfortunate 

that most people have forgotten 

this part of history. Therefore it 

became a wish of mine, having 

been inspired by Manchester 

University, to illustrate this piece of 

history to the British public that is 

rarely mentioned nowadays. It 

saddens me to think that these 

precious objects could be 

auctioned into the wrong hands in 

return for a handsome profit. 

Therefore I felt that in our own way 

we should represent these Bronze 

Zodiac animals returning back to 

their Chinese traditions and to their 

homeland.”  

 



 
Chinese National Day’s celebration was learning Chinese History  

 

 

 

 

First Opium War in 1842, the Treaty of Nanking 

Second Opium War (1856–60) 

 

Unequal treaties—granted an indemnity and 

extraterritoriality to Britain, the opening of five treaty ports, 

and the cession of Hong Kong Island 

 

  

2013 Chinese 

National Day in UK 
 

 

Sept 2013 Chinese National Day 

celebrations, the Manchester 

Chinese Centre organised a 

Chinese History talk for parents and 

children. Trainee Teacher Michael 

Lowe ran this educational 

workshop which covered the past 

150 years of Chinese history 

focusing on the impact of the 

Opium wars and the impact that 

Chinese culture has had worldwide.  

A short while later Winnie Shum led 

a group of children on a visit to 

Liverpool Museum, to see the 

exhibition on Chinese history 

including the Opium Wars. MCC 

children had a valuable history 

lesson which furthered their 

knowledge of how a New China was 

established in 1949 

 
 
Linda Chan, a mother of one of the 
children at MCC said, “Chinese 
National Day’s celebration 
activities can be more educational 
and fun. My son wants to know 
the history of China. His 
mainstream school is unable to 
provide a Chinese history lesson.” 

 

历史会不断重复直到

吸取了教训 

History will keep 

repeating unit the 

lesson is learned 
 



Chinese History Workshop 
 

 

Picture - Michael Lowe and Winnie 
Shum discussing the workshop. 

   

Jenny Wong, Director of MCC said “I was quite disappointed that our 

Chinese community hardly ever explained nor taught much history, both 

British and Chinese, to young people. The Chinese National Day 

celebration is usually based on a food and drink party in a Chinese 

restaurant among government officials and business people. Therefore 

no creativity, learning or community spirit occurs and the children aren’t 

involved in something that they should feel pride in and also learn from. 

We should share our celebration with parents and children and let 

ordinary families know why we are celebrating; these children are our 

future, they should know our past because though we cannot change our 

history, we must learn from our history.” 

                      
Visit Liverpool Opium war Museum   

  

2013 Chinese  

National Day  
Manchester Chinese  

Centre provided Chinese National 

Day Programs are:  

Opium war  

鸦片战爭  

Dr. Sun  

孫中山先生  

  

Alliance Wars   

八国联军  

  

Japanese War   

日本侵华  

  

First World War   

一世界大战  

  

Second World War  

二世界大战  

  

Established New China  

新中国成立 

  

 

Another parent of children who 

attend MCC is Lily Mullally who 

believes that the event was a 

“wonderful opportunity for my 

girls to learn the Chinese history.  

They need to learn how New China 

established in 1949, otherwise 

they will have no idea what we 

went through. Sadly, Chinese 

National Day means little to British 

Born Chinese people.” 



 

Make Art, Not War 

Picture - 12 bronze fountain animals’ sculptures were stolen from 

Chinese Imperial building.  
 

The reason we chose the “Chinese Bronze Zodiac Returning Home” was 

because we wanted both Chinese and British children and adults to learn 

about true Chinese traditions and history as well as promoting the mantra 

“Make Art, Not War”. We did this by teaching them Chinese history (as 

mentioned earlier) including: the Second Opium War and how the 

Chinese imperial buildings such as the ‘Summer Palace’ were looted and 

over a million imperial Art objects (such as the 12 bronze fountain animal 

sculptures) were stolen. By using pictures of the bronze animals (see 

below), the students interest was far greater and it encouraged their own 

creativity for the project after understanding the historical implications 

of the things they were creating, also they learning about them in a whole 

new way. 

 

 

  

Manchester Day 

Parade 2014 

 

 

Each year Manchester City 

Council uses different themes 

for the Manchester Day 

Parade. In 2014 the theme 

was “Going global” which 

meant embracing other 

cultures, their history and 

stories.  

We chose “Chinese Bronze 

Zodiac Returning Home” 归途

迢 迢 的 銅 首   as our 

Manchester Day Parade’s 

title, meaning our students 

would learn about, not only 

Chinese Art but also its history 

as well. 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

Workshop and discussion 

 

  
 

We use 12 bronze fountain animals’ sculptures to transform 

to Chinese Lanterns. 2014 is the year of horse, so we use Red 

Horse as our leader of the Parade animal. 

 

 MCC School  

Learning Activity  
Due to that thought, the  

MCC chose the Manchester  

Day Parade as our School’s 

Outdoor Learning Activity.   

 

We used this project to 

introduce important parts of 

Chinese history to the 

community. The children 

contributed and together 

designed 11 animals as 

lanterns and one huge horse, 

which also led the children to 

learn about the anatomy of 

animals and different breeds 

of animals all over the world. 

They also had to present their 

idea for what type of horse 

they wanted to make and 

understood the need for it to 

be vibrantly colored to 

showcase what they had 

made and learnt in the 

Parade. 

 

 

 



Manchester Day Parade Art workshop 

 

 
Jenny Wong attended artistic Pete Gunson art workshop May 2014  

 
Canada Boyd, Producer of Day Parade managed to find two artists to help 

us. Pete Gunson worked on the horse, and Becky Bryson worked on the 

11 Chinese animal lanterns which our children were helping to make after 

school. This meant that the children got to get involved from the 

beginning (design) and remained hands-on in the making process before 

finally being in the parade and showcasing their creations to the people 

of Manchester. 

The activity was to design a huge horse and 11 animal lanterns in paper, 

Dominic Soi, Bolton Grammar School was selected from the group as 

team leader.  

 
 

 

Pete Gunson  

 

Becky Bryson 

 

 

Wendy Blemings, Manchester Day 

Project & Stage Manager  

 

 

 



 

 
Structure of the horse body  

P 

 
Structure of the horse head. Pete has great 

technical skills.   

  

Structure of the 

horse 
Firstly, a storyboard was created in 

order to help the children to 

understand the project and the 

desired outcomes. The children 

had to be involved in every process 

from research, arts and crafts, 

utilising their own creativity and 

discussing what they wanted to do. 

Then each piece was led by a 

professional artist so the children 

were assisted and had some 

guidelines to follow. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture-Storyboard 

 

 

 
Pete Gunson’s drawing 

 

 



Becky Bryson worked on the 11 Chinese animal lanterns and MCC 

children help out after school 

 

Team work is vital 

 

 

 

 Art workshop at 

Warehouse 
 

Identify any safety 
considerations before 
carrying out the Parade 
Activity 
 
The children were made 
aware that they were not to 
play around with glue, paint or 
the bamboo sticks as they 
could hurt themselves or 
others. Also special care was 
to be taken by all children 
when using scissors and/or 
sharp objects. 
 
For Lanterns: 

 Paper for design  

 Internet for research 

 Coloured pencils  

 Coloured paper  

 Scissors and glue 

 Coloured materials  

 Sparkling beads and 
decorative materials  

 8ft of Long thin bamboo 
stick  

 A plastic loop to hold the 
lantern    

 



 
Picture – The horse taking shape 

 

 
Joint horse body and legs together 

 

 

 

 

  

Materials: 

 

 Paper, pencil and  colour  

 Internet for research  

 Flexible Bamboo sticks to 
build the frame of the 
horse. 

 Bamboo to hold the 
structure of the horse  

 Coloured cloth to cover 
the structure of horse 

 Storyboard and design 
ideas into folk art. 

 Coloured materials to 
decorate horse 

 Scissors and glue 

 Metal wire 

 Plastic wire   

 Heat plastic seal  

 Plastic gun 

 Pins 

 Plastic tape  

 

 

 



 
The horse was red with sliver and feather trimming 

 

 
Pete Gunson and his team are making the shape of horse 

  

Workshop 

The workshop provided 

opportunities for children to 

make friends as well as to 

negotiate with others and to 

develop their social skills with 

other children. The children 

were asked to discuss what 

they had learnt and produce 

their own opinions from that. 

By acting things out the 

children better understood 

the history and it was an 

exciting way to get them to 

absorb the information. It 

successfully demonstrated 

their abilities and their 

understanding of the 

workshop as well as causing 

them to question the 

historical actions such as the 

indecency in past wars and 

key battles in their history. 

We decided to make a lesson 

of this and utilised the 

mantra, “Make Art, Not War” 

to encourage children to 

learn from the mistakes of 

the past - this helped the 

children to resolve their 

negative feelings onto 

something more productive 

and creative.  

 

 



 
Jenny bring in the Chinese trimming to decorate the horse 

 

 

 

重要的中国元素 

Importance of a Chinese element and theme 

  

 
 

Speak out  
Pete Gunson’s team have built the 

horse with his team, but the horse 

was look like Spanish Horse Show 

which was great however Jenny 

was very disappointed by it’s lack 

of Chinese feeling as it was the 

purpose to highlight the Chinese 

centers contribution to the Day 

Parade.  Therefore a difficult 

decision was made to tell the artist 

to scrap all the decoration and 

restart again with a more Chinese 

theme; this occurred the day 

before the parade and Jenny 

Wong undertook the burden and 

charge. It was huge task.  They all 

had to work through the night to 

get this horse ready on time.  

 

 
 

 



           

 

Community voice:  Making banners 
 

 

 

 
 

We have selected 10 

massages 

 

World Peace 世界和平  

 

Peace is happiness和平是福  

 

Harmony world和谐世界 

 

Harmonious和睦相融  

 

Make art not war创艺术不要战

争 

 

No intervention不干预 

 

No war no cry无战无泣 

 

Learn from history从历史中学习 

 

Love and care爱和关怀 

 

Live together in peace和平共处 

 

 

安居乐业 

 

和平是福

Peace is 

happiness 
 

Make  

art not war 

 

创艺术 

不要战争 
 



 

 

 

Manchester Chinese Material Art team was leading  the way 

  

The Outcomes of 
the Parade were 
that: 
 
 

 

 The children learnt and 
understood the importance 
of their history and 
community 
 

 They learnt how to work 
together and understood 
the project.   

 

 They worked as part of a 
team towards their goal 

 

 Created friendships 
between the children. 

  

 The children used their 
own initiative creatively. 

  

 The children grew 
confidence within 
themselves.  

 

Through positive 

reinforcement throughout 

the process, we encouraged 

them to continue to link 

history from the workshop to 

the 12 animals which then 

related to our project making it 

a step-by-step process. 

Furthermore, we also 

encouraged the children to do 

their own research and make a 

storyboard to tell us what they 

had learnt.  

 



 

Becky Bryson has done great jobs with all lanterns, looks 

astonishing! 

  

 

  
 
 

We use 12 bronze 
fountain animals’ 
sculptures to 
transform to 
Chinese 
Lanterns. 
 
 
 

We did this by asking them to 
design the 12 animals on 
paper then we asked them to 
try and use different 
materials to experiment with 
their initial ideas as well as 
combining both Chinese and 
British styles of art in a 
colourful way, so their 
designs would be positive and 
bold at the Parade. 
 
 
 
 

When the organiser 
appointed the artists to help 
us to make those huge animal 
Lanterns and Horse, the 
children were very excited to 
develop their ideas on paper 
into a physical 3D art form 
which resulted in them being 
more interested in the project 
and learning new skills along 
the way. 



 

 

Our Lanterns are great and fun through the Street of Manchester Centre 

 

 

 

Manchester Chinese Material Art team – showing their Lion Dance skills 

on the Parade. The Lion was none stop playing alone with community 

over a hr.  Well done to Master Tang!  

 

 

  

Final Thoughts 

This community event project 

was an extra-curricular activity 

which we made fun and 

meaningful to the children by 

bringing art and history 

together. By finding a project to 

match the “Going Global” 

theme, we then asked them to 

research in their own time 

meaning they worked towards a 

goal and researched themes 

they were particularly attracted 

to.  

 

This research meant the children 

had to learn about both British 

and Chinese history from the 

19th Century.  So we ran a 

history workshop which was 

open to discussion for the 

children, volunteers and 

parents. Children could stand up 

to present their research 

information, share their 

knowledge with the group and it 

provided them with an 

opportunity to demonstrate 

their communication skills.  We 

also encouraged the children to 

write simple role plays to utilise 

their literacy skills whilst some 

children acted out the parts. 

 



 

  

The world become more beautiful because of your effort 

世界变得更美丽因为你的努力 

 

Pete Gunson Artists and youth project leader Dominic Soi, Bolton 

Grammar, Greater Manchester 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Identify how the 

activity could be 

improved to 

encourage further 

learning  
 

The activity was a real success but 

it could be improved by adding 

more local children or by working 

with mainstream schools, rather 

than just using the children from 

our community centre. A great 

improvement would be to have 

more time to let the children build 

their own horse or animal model 

however, the team work needed 

to pull off a piece of art together 

was tremendous and they learnt 

more from working together and 

bouncing off each other’s ideas.  

Further improvement could be 

made if a cultural aspect could be 

introduced such as making the 

models on the Chinese Zodiac. This 

could lead to the child being 

encouraged to delve deeper into 

cultural folk stories and ideas as 

well as learning about other 

cultures, which in turn leads to 

greater acceptance and respect for 

other people’s cultures and 

traditions. 
 



 

 

Youth group: Kevin But, Dominic Soi, Antony Soi, Annie Yip and Kevin Li 

 

We did include young children to take part as fairytale Parade. 

Young children riding their horse too 

 

  

Fairytale and masks 

included   
 

Another improvement would be to 

ensure that the children could be 

aware of the desired outcome 

earlier, for example older students 

noted more on the violence of the 

history rather than the reason for 

us relating this history to them and 

the importance of the historical 

event. To prevent this, older 

children should be taught 

separately and in a different 

manner so they don’t encourage 

the younger children to see the 

violence and forget about the story 

and the lesson as a whole. We 

found that the younger children 

were more likely to absorb the 

information as stories and fairytale 

whereas the older children 

(particularly some of the boys) 

tended to be attracted to the 

violence as a whole and their role 

playing didn’t portray the desired 

storytelling.  Still, both groups were 

communicating their thoughts into 

actual practice and at the parade 

different surroundings also 

influenced how they acted so this is 

something to be improved upon. 

 



Identify any safety considerations 

before carrying out the Parade 

Activity 
The Health and Safety of everyone during Parade was of the 
upmost importance so risk assessments were put in place 
including:  

 Having someone keep record of everything and each 
individual (1 person in-charge) 

 Insurance cover of 10 million pounds 

 A First Aid Kit at hand.  

 Each of the volunteers needed to sign documents. 

 All parents had to sign the documents (agreeing to be 
responsible  for their children’s Health and Safety) 

 Then everyone was divided into four groups who had to go 
to their own section,  each section then had its own team 
leaders 

 Jenny Wong attended meeting about a Route Plan a date 
before Parade.  

 Parents had to prepare food and drink for their children  

 Parents had the responsibility of dressing their children up 
in costumes 

 Each section team leader had to keep record of their group   

 We ensured there was a water supply from the organiser 
who we had met with earlier 

 Cecilia Fung registered our group with the organizer before 
12 noon.  

 Liping Wen, manager of all team 

 Linda Chan in-charge First Aid Kit 
 

 
Manchester people  

 

  

 

MCC Volunteers 

 

Linda Chan & Liping 

Wen 

 

Nicole Soi, Jin Rong 

Chan and Cecilia 

Fung 

 

MCC PR manager  

Michelle Qu 

 



Let you feel proud of the community 

让你以我们为傲 

Manchester Day Parade 2014- Going Global 

Chinese Community:   Bronze Chinese Zodiac Returning 

Home 归途迢迢的銅首 

 

It was great experience to be part of a fantastic community event. We 

hope all of you had a wonderful time and had an enjoyable experience 

 

  

 

Manchester Chinese 

Community completed the 

Manchester Day Parade with 

great success, the parade was 

a marvellous event and our 

part in the event is something 

we are proud of and proud of 

everyone who took part. We 

couldn’t have done it without 

the help from our volunteers.  

We would like to thank all our 

volunteers, children and 

parents for their great 

contribution, especially our 

young team leader Dominic 

Soi 蔡盛权.  And our young 

volunteers who worked on 

our Lantern animal heads, we 

are very proud of them and 

you.   

 

It was great experience to be 

part of a fantastic community 

event. We hope all of you had 

a wonderful time and had an 

enjoyable experience.  

Thank you again for taking 

part and helping to make the 

whole event so spectacular 

with 200,000 viewers in the 

street seeing our wonderful 

horse and lanterns. 
 

  



Chinese Press Release: 
 

‘Make art no war’ 

曼城华人之家 2014年 

曼彻斯特日大游行 

曼彻斯特日大游行创建于 2010年，历年来经过曼彻斯特各个民间

艺术团体和不同族裔社区组织的积极参与和共同努力，如今它已成

为曼城最重要的传统节日之一。 

        2014年 6月 22日，曼城人民怀着雀跃的心情迎来了第五届曼

彻斯特节大游行。        今年曼彻斯特日大游行的主题为’Going 

Global’，主办机构从 3200多社会团体中选出了 60个最具有代表性

的团体来参加此次的游行，列队围观的居民和游客有近 20万人。 

        华人之家做为曼城华人社团的代表组织了 100多人的义工队

伍，也积极地参加了此次的游行活动。我们此次游行的口号是

‘Make art no war’—创作艺术，不要战争，呼吁世界和平。我们今

年选定的主题是“归途迢迢的铜首”—因为今年是马年所以我们的义

工亲自创做了一匹巨大的红色骏马来代表中国，喻意一马当先和马

到成功，同时希望今年英国和中国经贸合作马不停蹄再创高峰。除

了马以外的另外 11个生肖我们也分别制作 11 盏非常大的生肖灯

笼，所有这 12 动物生肖灯笼代表了八国联军当年火烧圆明园的时

候从中国掠夺走的 12 铜首及价值连城的无数国宝。现在虽然有部

分铜首得以收回到中国，但是还有很多仍然流失海外归途迢迢 。华

人之家通过本次的游行把我们中国的文化历史广泛的带给各个社区

和传播媒体，大力宣传了中国 12 铜首的来龙去脉，让世界各族人

民更好的了解中国的历史文化，愿世界人民和平共处。中国人民经

过了漫长的战争和不稳定的政治动荡以及其他国家的不公平对待，

我们中国终于开始进入了快速而稳步的大力发展轨道上，希望今天

的中国好像我们的红色巨马一样，开始昂首挺胸奔向世界，为世界

和平和发展做出更大的贡献。           

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Make art no war 
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